DEFENDER OF DEMOCRACY
I think that if the murderer could think rightly he would say to himself that this is just. He must sentence himself to death. And the first time I had to endorse the sentence I sent a written communication to the person who was to be hanged and explained it to him. But they did not read him the letter. In one case the condemned man sent me a message on his own initiative, telling me that he was not angry with me. The culprit had understood that his punishment was justified/'
Here he made a pause, made a quick movement of the hand in a gesture of refusal, and then added resignedly:
"I have signed many pardons and only in crass and absolutely certain cases have I given my
consent."
"Do you agree that there should be a special protection for the Head of the State, as in Italy?"
"A man who attempts to take the life of the Head of a State is just like any other murderer," he said, as if surprised at my remark. "I need no special protection."
How much clearer this moralist thinks and acts, I said to myself, than some humanitarian enthusiast
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